T
HERE is available in the pasture research literature of the world (9, ~o)~ a vast body of data attesting to the relatively low production of most permanent grasslands.
The low productivity characteristic of these grasslands has been variously attributed to the single or combined effects of lack of fertility, improper grazing management, insect injury, drought, and in the case of woods pastures, to shading.
Fortunately, considerable evidence has gradually been accumulated in the development of a better understanding of the underlying causes which affect the production of permanent grasslands.
Small. plot "lawn-mower" investigations and studies conducted under actual grazing conditions have contributed valuable information of direct and immediate practical importance in the field of pasture improvement. It must be emphasized, however, that there are still many unsolved problems.
It is clear from the literature that the yields of permanent grasslands can be materially and profitably increased provided proper treatments are given them. Further, it has been shown that in addition to increased yields and better quality of forage, improved pastures provide the cheapest and most economical source of feed on the farm, and offer an effective and realistic means of controlling soil losses due to erosion. Occasional studies (~2) appear to suggest that the production of improved permanent pastures may compare favorably with that of cultivated crops on soils of comparable fertility. The gradual and progressive development of an understanding of the requirements of grasslands and of their value and importance not only as an excellent source of forage but also in soil improvement and
